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Guidance 
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other specialist settings

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
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Introduction 

• Separate guidance for Early Years, Special schools 

and FE. 

• No plans from DfE to give extra funding for this stage 

of re-opening.

• Schools willl need to have a full time offer for all 

children. There should be no rota. This includes in-

school nurseries. 

• Be prepared for any possible local lockdowns

• Guidance is based on a system of controls. Where the 

guidance says “MUST ” it is statutory.  



Minimizing Risk 

• All schools MUST have an updated risk assessment in 

place. Aim to reduce risk to be as low as possible. 

• Essential measures are : 

-a requirement that people who are ill stay at home

-robust hand and respiratory hygiene

-enhanced cleaning arrangements

-active engagement with NHS Test and Trace

-formal consideration of how to reduce contacts* and 

maximise distancing between those in school wherever 

possible and minimise potential for contamination so 

far as is reasonably practicable



System of Controls – 1-4 MUST BE 

IN PLACE  AT ALL TIMES 
1) minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by 

ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) 

symptoms, or who have someone in their household 

who does, do not attend school

2) clean hands thoroughly more often than usual

3) ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the 

‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach

4) introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning 

frequently touched surfaces often, using standard 

products such as detergents and bleach



System of Controls – 5 MUST BE 

PROPERLY CONSIDERED 
5) minimise contact between individuals and maintain 

social distancing wherever possible

Properly considered means in terms of your setting and 

circumstances. 



System of Controls – 6 in specific 

circumstances  
6) where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE)



System of Controls – Preventing 

Infection  
Response to any infection

7) engage with the NHS Test and Trace process

8) manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

amongst the school community

9) contain any outbreak by following local health 

protection team advice

Numbers 7 to 9 must be followed in every case where 

they are relevant.



System of Controls – Preventing 

Infection  
Response to any infection

Ensuring that pupils, staff and other adults do not come 

into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) 

symptoms, or have tested positive in the last 7 days, 

and ensuring anyone developing those symptoms 

during the school day is sent home, are essential 

actions to reduce the risk in schools and further drive 

down transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). All 

schools must follow this process and ensure all staff 

are aware of it.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus


System of Controls – Preventing 

Infection  
Response to any infection
If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, continuous 

cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their 

normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they must be sent home 

and advised to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with 

possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’, which 

sets out that they must self-isolate for at least 7 days and should 

arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Other members of their household (including any siblings) should 

self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first 

had symptoms.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested


System of Controls – Preventing 

Infection  
Response to any infection

Any members of staff who have helped someone with 

symptoms and any pupils who have been in close 

contact with them do not need to go home to self-

isolate unless they develop symptoms themselves (in 

which case, they should arrange a test) or if the 

symptomatic person subsequently tests positive (see 

below) or they have been requested to do so by NHS 

Test & Trace.



System of Controls – Preventing 

Infection  
Cleaning Hands more often than usual for 20 seconds

Points to consider and implement:

-whether the school has enough hand washing or hand sanitiser 

‘stations’ available so that all pupils and staff can clean their hands 

regularly

-supervision of hand sanitiser use given risks around ingestion. Small 

children and pupils with complex needs should continue to be 

helped to clean their hands properly. Skin friendly skin cleaning 

wipes can be used as an alternative

-building these routines into school culture, supported by behaviour 

expectations and helping ensure younger children and those with 

complex needs understand the need to follow them



System of Controls – Preventing 

Infection  
Catch it – bin it – kill it 

Schools should ensure: that they have enough tissues and 

bins available in the school to support pupils and staff to follow this 

routine. Some pupils with complex needs will struggle to maintain 

as good respiratory hygiene as their peers, for example those who 

spit uncontrollably or use saliva as a sensory stimulant. This 

should be considered in risk assessments in order to support 

these pupils and the staff working with them, and is not a reason 

to deny these pupils face to face education.

Face coverings are required at all times on public transport (for 

children, over the age of 11) or when attending a hospital as a 

visitor or outpatient. They are not required for normal day-to-day 

teaching and learning. 



System of Controls – Preventing 

Infection  
Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently 

touched surfaces often using standard products, such as 

detergents and bleach

-putting in place a cleaning schedule that ensures cleaning is generally 

enhanced and includes: 

more frequent cleaning of rooms / shared areas that are used by 

different groups

frequently touched surfaces being cleaned more often than normal

-different groups don’t need to be allocated their own toilet blocks, but toilets 

will need to be cleaned regularly and pupils must be encouraged to clean 

their hands thoroughly after using the toilet



System of Controls – Preventing 

Infection  

Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social 

distancing wherever possible
The overarching principle to apply is reducing the number of contacts 

between children and staff. This can be achieved through keeping groups 

separate (in ‘bubbles’) and through maintaining distance between 

individuals. 

These are not alternative options and both measures will help, but the 

balance between them will change depending on:

-children’s ability to distance

-the lay out of the school

-the feasibility of keeping distinct groups separate while offering a broad 

curriculum (especially at secondary)



Grouping Children Secondary   

In secondary schools, and certainly in the older age groups at key stage Key 

Stage 4 and key stage 5, the groups are likely to need to be the size of a 

year group to enable schools to deliver the full range of curriculum 

subjects and students to receive specialist teaching. If this can be 

achieved with small groups, they are recommended

In the younger years at secondary (key stage 3), schools may be able to 

implement smaller groups the size of a full class. If that can be achieved, 

it is recommended, as this will help to reduce the number of people who 

could be asked to isolate should someone in group become ill with 

coronavirus (COVID-19).



Grouping Children Primary    

At primary school, and in the younger years at secondary (key stage 3), 

schools may be able to implement smaller groups the size of a full class. 

If that can be achieved, it is recommended, as this will help to reduce the 

number of people who could be asked to isolate should someone in group 

become ill with coronavirus (COVID-19).



Grouping Children All Schools    

Schools should assess their circumstances and if class-sized groups are not 

compatible with offering a full range of subjects or managing the practical logistics 

within and around school, they can look to implement year group sized ‘bubbles’. 

Whatever the size of the group, they should be kept apart from other groups where 

possible and older children should be encouraged to keep their distance within 

groups. Schools with the capability to do it should take steps to limit interaction, 

sharing of rooms and social spaces between groups as much as possible. When 

using larger groups the other measures from the system of controls become even 

more important, to minimise transmission risks and to minimise the numbers of 

pupils and staff who may need to self-isolate. We recognise that younger children 

will not be able to maintain social distancing, and it is acceptable for them not to 

distance within their group.



Grouping Children All Schools    

Some schools may keep children in their class groups for the majority of the 

classroom time, but also allow mixing into wider groups for specialist 

teaching, wraparound care and transport. Siblings may also be in different 

groups.

All teachers and other staff can operate across different classes and year 

groups in order to facilitate the delivery of the school timetable. This will 

be particularly important for secondary schools. Where staff need to move 

between classes and year groups, they should try and keep their distance 

from pupils and other staff as much as they can, ideally 2 metres from 

other adults. Teachers in primary schools can still work across groups if 

that is needed to enable a full educational offer.



In the classroom     

• It is strong public health advice that staff in secondary schools maintain distance 

from their pupils, staying at the front of the class, and away from their colleagues 

where possible. Ideally, adults should maintain 2 metre distance from each other, 

and from children. We know that this is not always possible, particularly when 

working with younger children, but if adults can do this when circumstances allow 

that will help. In particular, they should avoid close face to face contact and 

minimise time spent within 1 metre of anyone. 

• For children old enough, they should also be supported to maintain distance and 

not touch staff and their peers where possible. This will not be possible for the 

youngest children and some children with complex needs and it is not feasible in 

some schools where space does not allow. Schools doing this where they can, and 

even doing this some of the time, will help.

• Measures include seating pupils side by side and facing forwards, rather than face 

to face or side on, and might include moving unnecessary furniture out of 

classrooms to make more space..



Other considerations     

• No large gatherings of pupils of more than one year group

• Keeping groups apart and minimising contact during the day

• Avoid creating busy corridors and entrances

• Consider staggered breaks and lunchtimes 

• Keep staff socially distanced as much as possible including in shared spaces 

• Consider starts and finish times being staggered 

• Consider protocol for collecting and dropping off pupils to avoid gatherings at 

school gates and coming into school.

• Consider how staff and pupils are to safely remove and dispose of  face masks if 

worn.



Other considerations     

• Peripetetic teachers can move between schools minimising contact between staff.

• EPs and other therapists can come into school to provide intervention as usual.

• Schools should consider how to manage other visitors to the site, such as 

contractors, and ensure site guidance on physical distancing and hygiene is 

explained to visitors on or before arrival. Where visits can happen outside of school 

hours, they should. A record should be kept of all visitors.

• Where pupils attend more than one settingschools should work through the system 

of controls collaboratively, enabling them to address any risks identified and 

allowing them to jointly deliver a broad and balanced curriculum for the child.

• Avoid sharing pens and other frequently used equipment. Classroom based 

resources, such as books and games, can be used and shared within the bubble; 

these should be cleaned regularly, along with all frequently touched surfaces. 

Resources that are shared between classes or bubbles, such as sports, art and 

science equipment should be cleaned frequently and meticulously and always 

between bubbles, or rotated to allow them to be left unused and out of reach for a 

period of 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) between use by different bubbles.



Other considerations     

• Outdoor playground equipment should be more frequently cleaned. This would also 

apply to resources used inside and outside by wraparound care providers. It is still 

recommended that pupils limit the amount of equipment they bring into school each 

day, to essentials such as lunch boxes, hats, coats, books, stationery and mobile 

phones. Bags are allowed. Pupils and teachers can take books and other shared 

resources home, although unnecessary sharing should be avoided, especially 

where this does not contribute to pupil education and development. Similar rules on 

hand cleaning, cleaning of the resources and rotation should apply to these 

resources..

• PPE to be worn when supervising a child with suspected corona symptoms and 

must keep 2 metre distance

• Usual PPE to be worn if providing any form of routine intimate care. 



Test Track and Trace    

Schools must understand and follow the local and 

national guidance on this. They must follow the 

guidance on what to do to organise testing and 

what to do following a positive test result. 

If schools have two or more confirmed cases within 14 

days, or an overall rise in sickness absence where 

coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, they may have 

an outbreak, and must continue to work with their local 

health protection team who will be able to advise if 

additional action is required.



Dedicated Pupil Transport 

The approach to dedicated transport should align as far as possible with the 

principles underpinning the system of controls set out in this document 

and with the approach being adopted for your school. It is important to 

consider:

how pupils are grouped together on transport, where possible this should 

reflect the bubbles that are adopted within school

use of hand sanitiser upon boarding and/or disembarking

additional cleaning of vehicles

organised queuing and boarding where possible

distancing within vehicles wherever possible

the use of face coverings for children over the age of 11, where appropriate, 

for example, if they are likely to come into very close contact with people 

outside of their group or who they do not normally meet

The precise approach taken will need to reflect the range of measures that 

are reasonable in the different circumstances.



Wider Public Transport  

• Public transport capacity will continue to be constrained in the autumn 

term. Its use by pupils, particularly in peak times, should be kept to an 

absolute minimum.

• Schools should work with partners to consider staggered start times to 

enable more journeys to take place outside of peak hours. We recognise 

that this option will be more feasible in some circumstances than others.

• Schools should encourage parents, staff and pupils to walk or cycle to 

school if at all possible. 



Attendance 
The usual rules on school attendance will apply, including:

• parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where 

the child is a registered pupil at school and they are of compulsory school 

age;

• schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence

• the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line 

with local authorities’ codes of conduct

• a small number of pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public 

health advice because they are self-isolating and have had symptoms or 

a positive test result themselves; or because they are a close contact of 

someone who has coronavirus 

• shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1 August, subject 

to a continued decline in the rates of community transmission of 

coronavirus (COVID-19). This means that even the small number of 

pupils who will remain on the shielded patient list can also return to 

school, as can those who have family members who are shielding.

• Where pupils are absent because they are complying with public health 

advise they should be following a remote curriculum 



Attendance 
Schools should: 

• communicate clear and consistent expectations around school 

attendance to families (and any other professionals who work with the 

family where appropriate) throughout the summer ahead of the new 

school year

• identify pupils who are reluctant or anxious about returning or who are at 

risk of disengagement and develop plans for re-engaging them. This 

should include disadvantaged and vulnerable children and young people, 

especially those who were persistently absent prior to the pandemic or 

who have not engaged with school regularly during the pandemic

• use the additional catch-up funding schools will receive, as well as 

existing pastoral and support services, attendance staff and resources 

and schools’ pupil premium funding to put measures in place for those 

families who will need additional support to secure pupils’ regular 

attendance

• work closely with other professionals as appropriate to support the return 

to school, including continuing to notify the child’s social worker, if they 

have one, of non-attendance



School Workforce 
Schools should follow guidance from their HR provider covering the following 

• Clinically vulnerable / extremely clinically vulnerable staff

• Pregnant staff

• Staff at increased risk of Covid

• Health and Safety and equalities 

• Work life balance and mental health of staff

• Support Staff and visiting specialists

• Recruitment 

• Supply staff

• ITT and trainees

• Staff leave 



Safeguarding 
• Schools should consider revising their child protection policy (led by their 

Designated Safeguarding Lead) to reflect the return of more pupils. 

Schools must have regard to the statutory safeguarding guidance, 

keeping children safe in education and should refer to the coronavirus 

(COVID-19): safeguarding in schools, colleges and other providers 

guidance.

• Designated safeguarding leads (and deputies) should be provided with 

more time, especially in the first few weeks of term, to help them provide 

support to staff and children regarding any new safeguarding and welfare 

concerns and the handling of referrals to children’s social care and other 

agencies where these are appropriate, and agencies and services should 

prepare to work together to actively look for signs of harm.

• Communication with school nurses is important for safeguarding and 

supporting wellbeing, as they have continued virtual support to pupils who 

have not been in school.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers


Catering and Estates 
• kitchens will be fully open from the start of the autumn term and normal 

legal requirements will apply about provision of food to all pupils who want 

it, including for those eligible for benefits-related free school meals or 

universal infant free school meals.

• Not considered necessary for schools to make significant adaptations to 

their site to enable them to welcome all children back to school. We also 

do not think schools will need to deliver any of their education on other 

sites (such as community centres / village halls) because class sizes can 

return to normal and spaces used by more than one class or group can be 

cleaned between use. Following a risk assessment, some schools may 

determine that small adaptations to their site are required, such as 

additional wash basins. This will be at the discretion of individual schools, 

based on their particular circumstances.

• Ensure all pre-opening checks are made on the school site including 

providing adequate ventilation of rooms 



Uniform  
• DfE encourage all schools to return to their usual uniform policies in the 

autumn term. Uniform can play a valuable role in contributing to the ethos 

of a school and setting an appropriate tone.

• Uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, nor do 

they need to be cleaned using methods which are different from normal.

• Schools should consider how pupil non-compliance is managed, taking a 

mindful and considerate approach in relation to parents who may be 

experiencing financial pressures.



Extra Curricular  
• Schools should consider resuming any breakfast and after-school 

provision, where possible, from the start of the autumn term.

• For provision that works across year groups or uses other providers or 

where pupils are being picked up/dropped off Schools should carefully 

consider how they can make such provision work alongside their wider 

protective measures, including keeping children within their year groups 

or bubbles where possible. If it is not possible to maintain bubbles being 

used during the school day then schools should use small, consistent 

groups.

• Advise parents to limit the number of different wraparound providers they 

access, as far as possible. Where parents use childcare providers or out 

of school activities for their children, schools should encourage them to 

seek assurance that the providers are carefully considering their own 

protective measures, and only use those providers that can demonstrate 

this. 

• As with physical activity during the school day, contact sports should not 

take place.



Curriculum ALL SCHOOLS  
• Teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the 

start of the autumn term, but make use of existing flexibilities to 

create time to cover the most important missed content.

• Up to and including key stage 3, prioritisation within subjects of the most 

important components for progression is likely to be more effective than 

removing subjects, 

• Aim to return to the school’s normal curriculum in all subjects by 

summer term 2021.

• Plan on the basis of the educational needs of pupils

• Develop remote education so that it is integrated into school 

curriculum planning

• Schools may consider it appropriate to suspend some subjects for some 

pupils in exceptional circumstances. Schools should be able to show that 

this is in the best the interests of these pupils and be subject to 

discussion with parents during the autumn term. They should also have a 

coherent plan for returning to their normal curriculum for all pupils by the 

summer term 2021.



Curriculum  
• Relationships and health education (RHE) for primary aged pupil schools 

and relationships, sex and health education (RSHE) for secondary aged 

pupils becomes compulsory from September 2020, and schools are 

expected to start teaching by at least the start of the summer term 2021

• For children in nursery settings, teachers should focus on the prime areas 

of learning, including: communication and language, personal, social and 

emotional development (PSED) and physical development. For pupils in 

Reception Year, teachers should also assess and address gaps in 

language, early reading and mathematics, particularly ensuring children’s 

acquisition of phonic knowledge and extending their vocabulary. Settings 

should follow updates to the EYFS disapplication guidance. For nursery 

settings and Reception, consider how all groups of children can be given 

equal opportunities for outdoor learning.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications


Curriculum Primary  
• Relationships and health education (RHE) for primary aged pupil schools 

and relationships, sex and health education (RSHE) for secondary aged 

pupils becomes compulsory from September 2020, and schools are 

expected to start teaching by at least the start of the summer term 2021

• For children in nursery settings, teachers should focus on the prime areas 

of learning, including: communication and language, personal, social and 

emotional development (PSED) and physical development. For pupils in 

Reception Year, teachers should also assess and address gaps in 

language, early reading and mathematics, particularly ensuring children’s 

acquisition of phonic knowledge and extending their vocabulary. Settings 

should follow updates to the EYFS disapplication guidance. For nursery 

settings and Reception, consider how all groups of children can be given 

equal opportunities for outdoor learning.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications


Curriculum Primary  
• For pupils in key stages 1 and 2, school leaders are expected to prioritise 

identifying gaps and re-establish good progress in the essentials (phonics 

and reading, increasing vocabulary, writing and mathematics), identifying 

opportunities across the curriculum so they read widely, and developing 

their knowledge and vocabulary. The curriculum should remain broad, so 

that the majority of pupils are taught a full range of subjects over the year, 

including sciences, humanities, the arts, PE/sport, RE and RHE



Curriculum Secondary   
• Relationships and health education (RHE) for primary aged pupil schools 

and relationships, sex and health education (RSHE) for secondary aged 

pupils becomes compulsory from September 2020, and schools are 

expected to start teaching by at least the start of the summer term 2021

• For pupils in key stage 3, the curriculum should also remain broad from 

year 7 to year 9 so that the majority of pupils are taught a full range of 

subjects over the year, including sciences, languages, humanities, the 

arts, PE/sport, RE and RSHE. For pupils in year 7, it may be necessary to 

address gaps in English and maths by teaching essential knowledge and 

skills from the key stage 2 curriculum.



Curriculum Secondary   
• As with earlier key stages, it is likely that pupils in key stage 4 and 5 will 

need extra support to catch up on any content they have missed, but the 

school curriculum may be less flexible given the requirements of 

qualification specifications.

• The vast majority of pupils in year 10 and 11 are expected to continue to 

study their examination subjects. This will support them towards their 

preferred route to further study. Ofqual will release decisions on the 2021 

exams shortly. 

• In exceptional circumstances, it may be in the best interests of a year 11 

pupil to discontinue an examined subject because the school judges that, 

for example, they would achieve significantly better in their remaining 

subjects as a result, especially in GCSE English and mathematics. 

Parents and students to be consulted on any planned changes.

• For Y10 early entry it  may be in the best interests of the pupil to take 

their exams and assessments the following year when they are in year 

11, if the curriculum can be adjusted to provide further teaching and study 

time in the summer term and academic year 2021 to 2022.



Curriculum Secondary   
• As with earlier key stages, it is likely that pupils in key stage 4 and 5 will 

need extra support to catch up on any content they have missed, but the 

school curriculum may be less flexible given the requirements of 

qualification specifications.

• The vast majority of pupils in year 10 and 11 are expected to continue to 

study their examination subjects. This will support them towards their 

preferred route to further study. Ofqual will release decisions on the 2021 

exams shortly. 

• In exceptional circumstances, it may be in the best interests of a year 11 

pupil to discontinue an examined subject because the school judges that, 

for example, they would achieve significantly better in their remaining 

subjects as a result, especially in GCSE English and mathematics. 

Parents and students to be consulted on any planned changes.

• For Y10 early entry it  may be in the best interests of the pupil to take 

their exams and assessments the following year when they are in year 

11, if the curriculum can be adjusted to provide further teaching and study 

time in the summer term and academic year 2021 to 2022.



Singing and chanting    
• Schools should note that there may be an additional risk of infection in 

environments where you or others are singing, chanting, playing wind or 

brass instruments or shouting. This applies even if individuals are at a 

distance. Schools should consider how to reduce the risk, particularly 

when pupils are playing instruments or singing in small groups such as in 

music lessons by, for example, physical distancing and playing outside 

wherever possible, limiting group sizes to no more than 15, positioning 

pupils back-to-back or side-to-side, avoiding sharing of instruments, and 

ensuring good ventilation. Singing, wind and brass playing should not 

take place in larger groups such as school choirs and ensembles, or 

school assemblies



PE     
• Pupils should be kept in consistent groups, sports equipment thoroughly 

cleaned between each use by different individual groups, and contact 

sports avoided.

• Outdoor sports should be prioritised where possible, and large indoor 

spaces used where it is not, maximising distancing between pupils and 

paying scrupulous attention to cleaning and hygiene. This is particularly 

important in a sports setting because of the way in which people breathe 

during exercise. External facilities can also be used in line with 

government guidance for the use of, and travel to and from, those facilities

• Schools are able to work with external coaches, clubs and organisations 

for curricular and extra-curricular activities where they are satisfied that 

this is safe to do so. Schools should consider carefully how such 

arrangements can operate within their wider protective measures.

• Activities such as active miles, making break times and lessons active 

and encouraging active travel help enable pupils to be physically active 

while encouraging physical distancing.



Ofsted      
• For state-funded schools, routine Ofsted inspections will remain 

suspended for the autumn term. However, during the autumn term, 

inspectors will visit a sample of schools to discuss how they are managing 

the return to education of all their pupils. These will be collaborative 

discussions, taking into account the curriculum and remote education 

expectations set out in this document, and will not result in a judgement. A 

brief letter will be published following the visit. The insights that inspectors 

gather will also be aggregated nationally to share learning with the sector, 

the government and the wider public. In addition, Ofsted has the power to 

inspect a school in response to any significant concerns, such as 

safeguarding.



Behaviour       
• It is likely that adverse experiences and/or lack of routines of regular 

attendance and classroom discipline may contribute to disengagement 

with education upon return to school, resulting in increased incidence of 

poor behaviour. Schools should work with those pupils who may struggle 

to reengage in school and are at risk of being absent and/or persistently 

disruptive, including providing support for overcoming barriers to 

attendance and behaviour and to help them reintegrate back into school 

life.

• Permanent exclusion should only be used as a last resort. Where a child 

with a social worker is at risk of exclusion, their social worker should be 

informed and involved in relevant conversations.

• Ofsted is clear that pressuring a parent to remove their child from the 

school (including to home educate their child) is a form of off-rolling. 

Elective home education should always be a positive choice taken by 

parents without pressure from their school.



Contingency Plan for outbreaks      

• In the event of a wider outbreak the LA may advise 

the closure of a school or groups of schools  in 

certain areas. Schools will need a contingency plan 

for this to include potentially opening only for 

vulnerable pupils and children of key workers. 

Schools will need to include plans for remote 

learning in this case. 



Contingency Plan for outbreaks      

• In the event of a wider outbreak the LA may advise 

the closure of a school or groups of schools  in 

certain areas. Schools will need a contingency plan 

for this to include potentially opening only for 

vulnerable pupils and children of key workers. 

Schools will need to include plans for remote 

learning in this case – plans need to be in place by 

end of September



Remote Learning       

The Dfe expects schools to:

• Offer  a high quality curriculum plan that allows for online 

and offline resources and teaching videos linked to the 

school curriculum.

• Have online tools that can be used across the school 

• Offer the provision of text books and resources for pupils 

who cannot access the online curriculum. 

• Work with families of children who might need to support to 

access home learning. 




